
RESOLUTION  
OF THE 81st SESSION OF THE ACP COUNCIL OF MINISTERS HELD IN BRUSSELS 

(BELGIUM) FROM 21 TO 22 JUNE 2005 
 

SUGAR 
 
The ACP Council of Ministers, 

 
 - Meeting in Brussels (Belgium) from 21 TO 22 June 2005 

 
A. HAVING REGARD to its  Resolution adop ted  a t its 80th Session held  in Brussels 

from 29 November to 2nd  Dec ember 2004; 
 
B. RECALLING the Resolution on Sugar of  the 4th Summit of ACP Heads of Sta te 

and  Government held  on 23 and  24 June 2004 in Maputo, Mozambique  ; 
 
C. RECALLING the Resolution on ACP Sugar Protoc ol and  LDC/ EBA sugar 

adop ted  by the 79th Session of the ACP Counc il of Ministers held  in 
Gaborone (Botswana ) on the 4th and  5th May 2004; 

 
D. RECALLING a lso the resolution on Food Aid  and  Food Sec urity adop ted  by 

the 8th Session of the Joint Parliamenta ry Assembly held  in the Hague from 22 
to 25 November 2004; 

 
E. HAVING REGARD to the politic a l d ia logue on the reform of the EC sugar 

reg ime and  the p roposed  Ac tion Plan tha t took p lac e on 24 January, 2005 
between the EU Counc il of Ministers  of Agric ulture and  the ACP and  LDC 
Ministers  

 
F. RECOGNISING the c ontinued  fundamenta l c ontribution of the ACP-EU Sugar 

Protoc ol to the susta ined  growth and  susta inab le soc io-ec onomic  
development of the ACP sugar supp lying Sta tes through the p rovision of an 
adequa te level of earnings on a  stab le and  p red ic tab le basis underp inned  
by a  remunera tive guaranteed  p ric e; 

 
G. NOTING with c onc ern the reluc tanc e by the Commission to reac h a  dec ision 

on the ACP request for the fund ing of intra  ACP researc h p rojec t, on sugar 
for inc reasing the c ompetitiveness of the ACP sugar industry; 

 
 
H. EMPHASISING tha t the ACP-EU Sugar Protoc ol is a  longstand ing 

intergovernmenta l c ontrac tua l agreement of indefinite dura tion 
imp lemented  within the EC sugar reg ime and  annexed  to the Cotonou 
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Agreement for administra tive purposes; 
 
I. REAFFIRMING the p rovisions of Artic le 36 (4) of the Cotonou Agreement, 

partic ula rly the c ommitment to sa feguard  the benefits ac c ruing to the ACP 
Sta tes c onc erned , whic h a re LDCs, land-loc ked , sma ll, weak, vulnerab le 
island  and  sing le-c ommod ity dependent Sta tes; 

 
J. STRESSING the ruling of the WTO Panel tha t the EC sha ll stand  by its 

Interna tiona l Commitments with respec t to imports, inc lud ing its 
c ommitments to develop ing c ountries; 

 
K. ACKNOWLEDGING the importanc e of the Everything But Arms (EBA) initia tive 

whic h p rovides an opportunity for the Least Developed  Countries (LDCs) to  
export sugar to the EU under p referentia l terms, inc lud ing a  guaranteed  
remunera tive p ric e; 

 
L. STRESSING tha t ta riff-ra te quota  as well as  duty and  quota -free ac c ess 

without a  remunera tive p ric e will be ec onomic a lly meaning less and  will 
make the suga r export of ACP Sta tes and  LDCs suffer the same fa te as 
c offee and  c oc oa ; 

 
M. HAVING REGARD to the c ommunic a tion from the Commission to the EU 

Counc il and  the European Parliament on July 14, 2004 on the EU Sugar 
Reform now overtaken by the ruling of WTO panel and  the more d rastic  
p roposa ls announc ed  on 22 June 2005; 

 
N. DEEPLY CONCERNED tha t the Commission has c omplete ly ignored  the 

p roposa ls made by the Sugar Protoc ol ACP Sugar Supp lying Sta tes and  LDCs 
regard ing the future EU Sugar Regime; 

 
O. REITERATING the LDCs response of 13 September 2004 to the Communic a tion 

from the Commission to EU Counc il and  the European Parliament 
c onc erning the p roposed  reform of the EU Sugar Regime and  their request 
for an adap ta tion of the EBA initia tive through the  introduc tion of a  sec ond 
quota  until 2016;  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. DECLARES tha t the p roposa l on the Sugar Regime reforms presented  
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by the European Commission to the European Parliament on 22 June 
2005 will c ause serious injury to ACP suga r p roduc ers, if approved ;  

 
2. ENDORSES and REITERATES the  ACP position on the EU Commission’ s 

c ommunic a tion of the 14 July 2004 c onc erning the reform of the EU 
Sugar Regime whic h was submitted  on 6 Oc tober 2004 to the 
European Union, its Member Sta tes, the European Parliament and  the 
Commission; 

 
3. CALLS ON the EU to honour the lega l and  politic a l c ommitment 

enshrined  in the Sugar Protoc ol as well as the p rovisions of Artic le 36(4) 
of the Cotonou Agreement and  the EBA Initia tive respec tively, through 
the ma intenanc e of an adequa te level of remunera tive p ric e for the 
ACP and  LDCs supp lying Sta tes, thereby sa feguard ing  the benefits 
tha t these Sta tes c urrently derive from the export of sugar to the EU; 

 
4. CALLS ON the EU Counc il and  the Commission to introduc e in the new 

EC Sugar reg ime a  more reasonab le dura tion  of not less than 8 years 
sta rting in 2008 with a  minimum pric e c ut required   to meet its p resent 
and  future WTO ob liga tions, to be phased  in during the transitiona l 
period ; 

 
5. CALLS ON the EU Commission to dec la re sugar as a  sensitive p roduc t 

within the c ontext o f the Doha Development Agenda a t the World  
Trade Organisa tion to assist the development goa ls of ACP Sugar 
Supp lying Sta tes, while rec ognising the multifunc tiona l ro le it p lays in 
the ACP Sta tes c onc erned ; 

 
6. CALLS ON the European Commission to work c losely with the ACP 

Sta tes c onc erned  on a  spec ia l sa feguard  mec hanism on agric ulture in 
the c ontext of the ongoing WTO Doha Development Round; 

 
7. CALLS ON the EU, its Member Sta tes and  the Commission to ensure 

c oherenc e in the EU polic ies on trade, agric ulture and  development 
c oopera tion so as to ensure tha t the reform of the EU suga r reg ime 
does not undermine the c apac ity of the ACP Sta tes and  the LDCs to 
ac hieve the MDGs; 

 
8. URGES the EU and  the European Commission to ensure tha t, the ACP 

and  the LDC supp lying Sta tes a re guaranteed  a t least trea tment 
c omparab le to tha t to be p rovided  to the EU outermost reg ions whose 
spec ific ities and  development needs a re simila r to most ACP sugar 
supp lying sta tes, as any d isc rimina tion in the level of p ric e and  
earnings will be c ontra ry to the letter and  sp irit of ACP-EU c o-
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opera tion; 
 

9. CALLS ON the EU to grant the ACP and  LDC Sugar Produc ers 
ac c elera ted  and  inc reased  market ac c ess for sugar a t remunera tive 
p ric es in order to enab le them to d iversify within the sugar sec tor and   
build  c apac ity for c ompetitive trade; 

 
10. REQUESTS tha t the Sugar Protoc ol and  EBA benefic ia ry Sta tes a re fully 

supported , in line with the EU fa rmers, through an appropria te 
ded ic a ted  budgeta ry line or the European Agric ultura l Development 
Guarantee Fund whic h is meant to financ e long-term development of 
ACP Sta tes through quic k d isbursement mec hanisms to guarantee a  
stab le and  p red ic tab le flow of resourc es, whic h would  enab le them to 
restruc ture and  modernise their sugar industries so tha t they c an 
opera te c ompetitively under a  future reformed Sugar Regime; 

 
11. URGES the EU and  the Commission to set up  in 2005 a  Competitiveness 

Fund with adequa te resourc es to support the ACP Sta tes c onc erned 
to restruc ture and  modernise their sugar industries so tha t they c an 
opera te c ompetitively under a  future reformed Sugar Regime; 

 
12. CALLS ON the Commission to urgently examine and  approve the 

longstand ing request for the fund ing of intra  ACP researc h p rojec ts on 
sugar independently of the Programme for  Sc ienc e and  Tec hnology 
Innova tion and  Capac ity Build ing for ACP Sta tes; 

 
13. REQUESTS the President of Counc il to forward  this Resolution to the 

European Commission, the European Counc il, EU Member Sta tes and  
the European Parliament.  

 
 
 

*********************** 
 
 


